
Parish Council Office
Mortimer Library
27 Victoria Road
Mortimer
Reading
RG7 3SH
  07436807543
 the.clerk@stratfield-mortimer.gov.uk
Web:  www.stratfield-mortimer.gov.uk





		

		
		
13 January 2026 

Dear sirs,

Draft Policy SPS5.15 – Land at West End Farm, Mortimer: Safety and Emergency Planning Concerns


Stratfield Mortimer Parish Council is writing to set out its concerns regarding proposed development sites being considered through the Basingstoke & Deane Local Plan process, particularly those in close proximity to AWE. The purpose of this correspondence is to ensure that AWE is fully apprised of these matters so that it is able to make informed and appropriate strategic decisions in relation to safety considerations and emergency planning.

The Parish Council considers it essential that AWE is fully aware of, and able to comment on, both the immediate proposal under SPS5.15 and the realistic prospect of cumulative and incremental development in this location over the plan period and beyond.

In particular, the Council seeks clarity on how the additional resident population arising from SPS5.15 has been assessed against AWE’s safety case and off-site emergency planning assumptions, including population-at-risk thresholds, time-to-warn, evacuation and sheltering assumptions, and the likely increase in vulnerable residents such as children, elderly people, and those with limited mobility.

The Council would also welcome confirmation as to whether the scale of development proposed under Draft Policy SPS5.15 could represent a tipping point requiring changes to the off-site emergency plan. We understand that the off-site emergency plan covers both the A and B sites and would be grateful for confirmation of how this applies in practical terms to the proposal.

While SPS5.15 refers to circa 350 dwellings, the Parish Council considers this figure to be misleadingly narrow. West End Farm extends over a significantly larger area than the site currently promoted, and the entire holding is understood to be for sale. This creates a clear and credible pathway for additional parcels to be brought forward in the future, either within the plan period or shortly thereafter.

Furthermore, land immediately adjacent to the proposed allocation has already been identified as suitable for development. A neighbouring parcel on West End Road has been promoted by TA Fisher and deemed appropriate for development, as evidenced here:
https://www.tafisher.co.uk/land/strategic-land-case-studies/west-end-road/ 

In addition, the attached plan illustrates:

· the land shown edged blue on the plan has already been sold by Englefield to TA Fisher and identified for the delivery of a further 47 dwellings within West Berkshire.
· the full extent of West End Farm edged red, compared with the smaller site currently proposed under Draft Policy SPS5.15

Taken together, these factors demonstrate a clear and foreseeable risk of salami-slicing and incremental expansion, resulting in substantially greater residential development in close proximity to AWE than is currently presented in the draft policy. The Parish Council is concerned that any assessment undertaken on the basis of the SPS5.15 site alone may materially underestimate longer-term population growth and its implications for emergency planning and risk management.

This concern is amplified by the fact that Mortimer is already in the process of delivering approximately 110 additional dwellings, placing demonstrable pressure on local infrastructure and services. In addition, ‘Regulation 22 Appendix 2 Consultation Statement for the West Berkshire Local Plan Review 2022-2039 March 2023’ contains multiple developer submissions explicitly identifying Mortimer as a highly suitable location for significantly more housing, indicating that SPS5.15 may represent only the beginning of a much wider wave of development proposals in and around the village.

The Council also notes that Draft Policy SPS5.15 does not include provision for a school, healthcare facilities, or other key community infrastructure. We would be grateful for confirmation as to whether AWE has been consulted on this aspect and whether the likely future introduction of such sensitive receptors has been factored into any assessment.

Finally, the Parish Council asks whether AWE has any concerns regarding the phasing and timing of construction activity, including the interaction between development works and any ongoing or planned works at AWE, particularly where this may affect emergency response capacity or transport resilience.

We look forward to your response and to understanding how both the immediate proposal and the clearly foreseeable cumulative expansion have been considered in relation to AWE’s safety case and emergency planning responsibilities.


Yours sincerely
[image: A signature on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Danielle Davis
Parish Clerk, Stratfield Mortimer Parish Council 
Attached:
· Map illustrating the potential cumulative impact of the development
· SPS 5.15 Land at West End Farm, Mortimer from the Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan 
· Regulation 22 Consultation Statement for the West Berkshire Local Plan Review 2022-2039 March 2023 – APPENDIX 2
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