Don't let your hedge

¥ West Berkshire
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advice leaflet and list of tree surgeons along
with further advice if required. Please telephone
Customer Services on 01635 519080.

If trees and shrubbery are regularly maintained
to within your property boundary there will be no
need for the Council to ask you to take action.

We may be able to arrange the work at a
reasonable cost. However, as the owner or
occupier, you are responsible for ensuring
vegetation from your property does not obstruct
the highway.

What happens if the tree is subject to a
Tree Preservation Order (TPO)?

The Highways Act 1980 aims to protect the public
from unnecessary hazards and is not subject to
restrictions imposed by TPOs. In Conservation
Area’s however, it is advisable to seek advice about
tree surgery from the Council’s Tree Officer.

| am a pensioner and can’t prune my
hedge myself. | can’t afford to pay anyone
else to do it so what should | do?

Contact the Council Officer whose name is on any
letter or notice that you have received and explain
your circumstances. If you do not have a contact
name, please contact Customer Services.

We may be able to arrange the work at a
reasonable cost. However, as the owner or
occupier, you are responsible for ensuring
vegetation from your property does not obstruct
the highway.

What will happen if | don’t cut my hedge?

It is an offence under the Highways Act 1980 to
allow trees, hedges, shrubs and so on to obstruct
the highway. The Council will, after an initial informal
request, serve a 21 Day Notice on you, the occupier,
to cut back the offending vegetation. If you do not
comply with the Notice, the Council may carry out
the work itself and recover it’'s costs in doing so from
you, through the courts if necessary.

Good advice

+ Cut back your hedges and trees etc to
within your boundary to or above the heights
previously specified.

* Regularly maintain them so they do not become
an obstruction.

» Seek advice if you have any doubts.

We are happy to discuss any problems with you. To
contact us, please telephone Customer Services on:

01635 519080

We are committed to being accessible to everyone.
If you require this document in an alternative format
or translation, please call Customer Services on
Telephone 01635 519080.

West Berkshire Council
Transport & Countryside

Market Street, Newbury
Berkshire, RG14 5LD

www.westberks.gov.uk
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