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2011 Annual Parish Meeting  
 
‘The Parish Council would like to apologise for any 
confusion and misunderstanding  at the last Annual 
Parish Meeting held in St John’s Hall in April.  To 
ensure that future Annual Parish Meetings run 
smoothly, a set of guidance notes have now been 
produced.  These notes are available on the SMPC 
website or on application to the Clerk.’  
 

Rebecca Barker, Chairman 
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The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations in June 2012  
 
The Parish Council are pleased to advise that 
following an invitation from The Royal Household 
Pageant master they are to participate in The 
Beacon Project as part of The Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee celebrations in June 2012.  This will be a whole village 
family event to be held in the Grazing Area of the Fairground 
4th June  2012 from 5pm and will include the lighting of a 
beacon (bonfire) and a ‘street party’ type event. A working 
party has been formed to organize this and we would really 
like to hear from any volunteers who would like to join in to 
help with the organisation and make this a memorable and 
enjoyable village event.  
 
If you are able to help please contact the Clerk who will pass 
on your details to the team. 

 
 
 

Allotments In Mortimer  
 
 
There has been much interest in the provision 
of allotments in the parish over the last few 
years.  A suitable area land for the proposed 
allotments has now been identified and 
negotiations are progressing with Englefield 
Estate and the tenant farmer.  The land 
proposed is the field to the east of St Mary’s 
Church Lane and we hope to have more information shortly. 
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Junior Citizen of the Year Award 2011  

 
The Council has launched the annual Junior Citizen of the Year 
Award.  The initiative was started in 2001 and has proved to be very 
successful. 
The award is aimed at young people (aged 18 years and under) who 
live within the district of West Berkshire and meet one of the 
following criteria: 

·  Have shown an act of bravery, of 
·  Have shown a helping/caring attitude to someone 

disadvantaged, or 
·  Have contributed to making West Berkshire a better place to 

live and work, or 
·  Have achieved excellence at School, work or in an outside 

activity. 

To ensure impartiality, the award will be judged by a panel of 
independent representatives selected from across West Berkshire.  
Nomination forms can be found on the West Berkshire  website 
www.westberks.gov.uk or can be obtained by contacting Jo Watt on 
01635 519242 or jwatt@westberks.gov.uk The closing date for 
nominations will be Friday 4th November 2011 and the award will be 
presented at the District Council Meeting in Newbury on Tuesday 6th 
December 2011.  This year prizes will include an activity voucher for 
Adventure Dolphin and an engraved medallion.  
 

Boundary hedge trimming  
 
The Parish Council is concerned that some hedges on private land 
are overhanging and obstructing either the highway or pavement 
and asks that householders keep their boundary hedges trimmed 
back for the safety of road users and pedestrians and to keep the 
village looking nice. 
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Horse Chestnut Trees on the Fairground  
 
Unfortunately the Horse Chestnut Trees on the 
Fairground need replacing. As some of you may 
have noticed over the last couple of years, the 
horse chestnut trees adjacent to the road on the 
Fairground have not been looking too good.  The 
Senior Tree Officer at West Berkshire Council has 
assessed the trees and confirmed that they are 
suffering from ‘bleeding canker’.  Some trees are 
clearly in the advanced stages and the prognosis is 
that all the trees are dying.   The Parish Council are 
looking to remove all the  trees before they become 
a hazard and have resolved to replace these with an avenue of lime 
trees subject to the necessary funding. 
 
 
 
 

New Adventure Area on the Fairground  
 
The Parish Council would like to remind parents of the Safety Notice 
relating to the new Adventure Area on the Fairground (this is 
attached to the tennis court fence).  It states that the new Adventure 
Area is designed for and is only to be used by, children over the 
age of 8  and not used by younger children. This is for the safety of 
all concerned including the older children who will be using the 
equipment. 
 

 
Unfortunately the Musical Eye 
Chimes on the Adventure Area have 
been badly vandalised and after 
careful consideration the Council 
have recommend the permanent 
removal of this item for safety 
reasons.   
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School Admissions 2012 – reminder to parents  

 
Admission to secondary school:.  Parents can 
apply on-line to West Berkshire Council and 
should already been given an application 
pack from their schools.   The deadline for 
receipt of applications is Monday 31st October 
2011. 

 
Admission to primary Schools:  Parents can apply on-line from 
October 2011.  The deadline for receipt of applications is 15th 
January 2012. 
 

 
Electricity Supply for Fairground  

 
The Parish Council is shortly to have an electricity supply installed 
on the Fairground and is pleased to announce that this year they are 
able to provide a Christmas Tree (with the generous assistance of 
Englefield Estates) with lights for the festive season. 
 

 
Community Carol Singing  

 
The Council are organising Community Carol Singing 

around the Christmas Tree on Saturday 17th 
December at 5:45pm 
 
Together in Mission and Mortimer Village 
Partnership will be supporting the Parish 
Council’s Christmas Carol Singing, and in 
addition will be holding decoration-making 
activities for the children of the village.  

There will be an opportunity to also make and decorate 
lanterns, to light your way for the carol singing, this will be in the 
Community Centre at 4pm on the 17th December. Please look out on 
the village notice boards for further details nearer the time. 
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Living Without Fear  
 
Nobody should have to live in fear of crime and there is a simple, 
safe and effective way you can help stop criminals ruining more lives 
by passing on information about crime anonymously to the 
Crimestoppers 24:7 hotline  
0800 555 111 or  www.crimestoppers-uk.org . 
 
Crimestoppers is a charity and not part of the police. When you call 
0800 555 111: 
 
• your call will not be traced and you won’t be asked for your name 
or address 
• you will always remain completely anonymous, so there is no risk 
to you 
• if your information leads to an arrest and charge you may qualify 
for a cash reward of up to £1,000 which will be paid out 
anonymously, so at no point will your identity be revealed. 
 
Crimestoppers really does work. More than 2100 local criminals 
have been arrested and charged in Thames Valley over the past 13 
years. That means that 1 in 10 of the calls to Crimestoppers results 
in an arrest without one caller ever being identified.  
 
So do you have any information about:  
burglary? knife crime? car crime and number plate theft? robbery? 
metal theft? counterfeiting? drug dealers? 
 

Help make  
your community 
 safer today.  
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Stratfield Mortimer Community Award 2012 
Do you know Someone Special? 
 
The Stratfield Mortimer Community Award is an annual award 
given by Stratfield Mortimer Parish Council to a person who 
has devoted time and energy for the benefit of the community 
of Stratfield Mortimer.  
 
We are seeking nominations for next year’s Award so if you 
know someone special who you think deserves recognition, 
please contact the Parish Council Clerk for a Nomination 
Form;  these are also available online at  
www.stratfield-mortimer.gov.uk . 
 
 
Nominations close 
31st December 2011 
 
 
 

 

Stratfield Mortimer Fairground Trust 
 
This local charity owns the Fairground in the centre of the 
village. 
 
The charity has a small financial surplus.  In accordance with 
the aims of the charity, money is available to residents of the 
Civil Parish of Stratfield Mortimer who are in conditions of 
need, hardship or distress. 
 
In the first instance application should be made to  
0118 933 2274. 
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PCSO Diary Summer 2011  
Crime Snapshot Local Area 

There has been an increase in acquisitive crime in the last 
quarter ending August 2011 and this relates to theft of and 
from vehicles, burglary dwelling and robbery of personal 
property. However the large proportion of these offences 
occurred outside of the Stratfield Mortimer Parish boundary. 
(Statistic do in fact refer to 7 local Parishes not just Mortime
 

Anti Social Behaviour  
On average ASB reports are 31 per month on this area which 
equates to just one incident per day. During the last 5 months there 
have only been two alcohol seizures in Mortimer. 
 

Community Activity 
The Neighbourhood Police Team (NHPT) team attended the 
Mortimer Fun Day on July 2nd. It was an excellent day and a great 
credit to both the village and the organising committee.
 

Volunteers Are Needed For Mortimer Police Office
We are keen to open the office for 4 hours 10am – 2pm on a 
Saturday and are currently seeking volunteers who have a few hours 
to spare each month. Initial applications can be dropped o
Mortimer Police Office or call 0845 8 505 505 and request a 
volunteer information pack. 
 

Crime Prevention Tips 
Typically with the arrival of Autumn and the darker evenings we do 
tend to see an increase in burglaries to sheds and outhouses. This 
is a good time to check the security of these buildings and their 
contents. If you wish, a Crime Prevention visit can be m
local officer to assist you. Appointments for Mortimer NHPT can be 
made by contacting the Police enquiry centre on 0845 8 505 505. 
 

Change to Thames Valley Police Non Emergency Number
From November 2011 callers will be able to use the new nationa
non emergency number 101 to call Thames Valley Police. More 
details will be published nearer the time. 
 

I wish you an excellent and peaceful Autumn in our village.
 
Steve Innes 

There has been an increase in acquisitive crime in the last 
to theft of and 

from vehicles, burglary dwelling and robbery of personal 
property. However the large proportion of these offences 
occurred outside of the Stratfield Mortimer Parish boundary. 
(Statistic do in fact refer to 7 local Parishes not just Mortimer.) 

On average ASB reports are 31 per month on this area which 
equates to just one incident per day. During the last 5 months there 

team attended the 
. It was an excellent day and a great 

and the organising committee. 

Volunteers Are Needed For Mortimer Police Office  
2pm on a 

Saturday and are currently seeking volunteers who have a few hours 
to spare each month. Initial applications can be dropped off at the 

Office or call 0845 8 505 505 and request a 

Typically with the arrival of Autumn and the darker evenings we do 
tend to see an increase in burglaries to sheds and outhouses. This 
is a good time to check the security of these buildings and their 
contents. If you wish, a Crime Prevention visit can be made by a 
local officer to assist you. Appointments for Mortimer NHPT can be 
made by contacting the Police enquiry centre on 0845 8 505 505.  

Change to Thames Valley Police Non Emergency Number  
From November 2011 callers will be able to use the new national 
non emergency number 101 to call Thames Valley Police. More 

I wish you an excellent and peaceful Autumn in our village. 
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Your Parish Council 
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Station Minibus Service  
 
The Parish Council would like to encourage villagers to use the 
minibus service to and from the station. This service is subsidised by 
all of us from the precept so we need to be sure it is used by as 
many people as possible. The timetable is below:  
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PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT 
INFORMATION 

 

Mrs. Jayne Kirk, Parish Clerk 
Parish Council Office 

The Library 
27 Victoria Road 

Mortimer 
RG7 3SH 

 
Tel: 0118 933 1955 – Fax: 0709 2310443 
(Mail may be left in the Library post box) 

 
Email: the.clerk@stratfield-mortimer.gov.uk 

 
Website: www.stratfield-mortimer.gov.uk 

 

Minutes and Agendas of Council meetings, as well as other Council 
information can be viewed on the above website or on the Parish 
Council notice boards which are located outside the Post Office and 
the Library.  
 

The Parish Council Office is open:  
Tuesdays & Thursdays,  
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Parish Council thanks Spratley’s of Mortimer for their partial sponsorship of this newsletter 


