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Stratfield Mortimer Parish Counc{SMPC}015/16

The Parish Councihas fifteen elected Councillorg&nd two part time

employees the Clerk and &Custodian Followingthe May Council
election, Councilor Carter joinedthe Councilfor the first time and

Councilor Lewisreturned to the Gouncil havingpreviousserved ituntil

2007. One Councillorhad beenunable to take up her pason in May
and a by-election was heldin August Three candidatesstood and

Dudky Ivesvaselected



Stratfield Mortimer Annual Parish Meeting 2015

This report was presented by the Chairman,Milke Dennett, at the
Annual Parish Meeting on f'@une 2015.

The Parish Council year starts with the Annual Meeting of The Parish
Council in May. At that meeting in May 2014 | was elected Chairman
and CllIr Julian Earl Vice Chairmiaimad a rudeawakening to that role

as a few days later travellers invaded the Fairground by cutting
through the locks. Thanks to the public, who photographed the cutting
down of a small tree, the Clerk and the police were able to serve
eviction notices on each of tH&l caravans. The clear up operation
cost the Parish approximately £D0. Security has been increased and
the Council hopes the public will keep a watching eye and report any
suspicious activity.

During the year Clirs Alan Thorpe and Danusia Morskgmed. No
election was called, so the Parish Council advertised for candidates for
co-option. Six candidates were interviewed and Cllrs Tony Butcher and
Andrew Richardson were aupted in October.

Sadly, serving Clir John Morden passed away. JoBrCairman of
the Parish Council 1997 to 2000 and Chairman of the Planning
Committee from 2000 to 2014, a position he carried out with great
care and diligence. The Council has been able to name the new
housing development in West End Road as Morden GQiolsis
memory.

What has the Parish Council achieved during the last year? Some of
the important aspects are:

1 Continued to support and contribute to the Neighbourhood
Development Plan, as outlined By Clir Pat Wingfield earlier in the



meeting. This is ra extremely important activity which will
influence the future form of the village.

Set up and funded a Parish Plan Refresh Group (now called
Community Plan) which will be led by Rebecca Barker and is
concerned with facilities within the village. A launch meeting is
scheduled for 22nd Septembef R A Un8té&dXkis meeting has
been pofponed until Januarg016).

Obtained a grant of £45,000 from Sports England to refurbish the
tennis courts. Despite some difficulties, and input from the public
about drainage problems, the work was completed and passed a
comprehensive inspection by &p England. The courts include a
W{ SNIBAOSQ FFrOAftAGE Ay (KBprachks&y O!
shots by themselves.

Installed a sports shelter and bench on the tennis courts. This was
funded by a grant from West Berkshire Council of £4,170 a6 £7
of S106 funds from housing developments.

Commissioned a full tree survey of the Fairground, Windmill
Common and the Cemetery. This identified works that were
needed for public safety and all these works were carried out

Was delighted to receive a donati of a bench in memory of Rita
Mace (a former resident), which was installed in July between the
pond and the cricket outfield on the Fairground.

It was a busy year. The Council responded to WBC Housing
Development Planning Document and the Planning Cdteenmet
twelve times dealing with 40 applications. During the year the
Parish Council Cemetery had eight burials and three cremations.



1 Frank Stansfield, our Custodian, passed a RoSPA Play Safet
Inspection Course and now carries out weekly inspectidnthe
play equipment. Frank also now collects all litter and empties bins
on the Fairground. Carrying out these aspects in house is providing
a better service than the previously contracted out services.

T In the budget for 2015/16 the Council decided tucrease the
precept request to £112,840 from £90,830 in 2014/15 to enable it
to deliver additional amenities and services. The precept request
had only increased slightly over the last seven years and next year
there will be no Council tax support granthe change means that
the Band D Council Tax charge rises from £56.94 to £69.70. This
may sound a lot but in Theale the charge is £81.91 and in
Burghfield £104.03. The main projects to be carried out are to
refurbish the Fairground car park, provide neviormation boards
on the Fairground, management work on the ponds, better
Christmas tree and lights, better and more notice boards in the
village, install bollards to prevent pavement parking and a World
War | anniversary project.

This report would normidy have finished in April, but the meeting was
postponed because of the Parish Council elections. At the election, in
May, two new members were elected, Councillors Nick Qaatel

Chris Lewis. CllIr Audsley has since resigned and members of the public
have requested an election. West Berkshire Council have issued a
provisional timetable, with notice of election issued 9th July, close

of nominations orll 7" Julyand the eletion on 13" August.

Note: Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting are available on the Parish
Council website atttp://tinyurl.com/SMPCAPM2015

or can be obtained by contacting the Clerk.



Stratfield Mortimer Parish Council 201%6
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Mike Dennett Jayne Kirk Julian Earl
(Chairman) (The Qerk) (Vice Chair)

Pete Blagden John Bull | ony Butcher

Fairground Trees & Fairground, Trees & Roads Footpaths &
Amenities*, Amenities; Cemetery; Commons*, Planning
Communications Roads Footpaths& Commons
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Nick Carter Phil Challis Austin Colaco
Communications; Fairground Trees & Amenities Roads Footpaths &
Roads Footpaths & Cemetery Commons; Planning;
Commons Communications



Dudley Ives
Just elected committees
to follow
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Mollie Lock
Fairground, Trees &
Amenities; Roads,
Footpaths & Commons

Frank Stansfield
(Custodian)

Neil Kiley

Planning*; Fairground Trees & Cemetery; Roads
Amenities; Footpaths & Commons;

Communications
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Angie Phillips Andrew Richardson
RoadsFootpaths & Commons, Communications*;
Planning Fairground Trees &
Amenities

KEY:
* denotes Committeg
Chairman

Pat Wingfield
Cemetery*;Fairground Trees & Amenities;
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What the Parish Council Committee®

Following the May election and AugustByf SOG A2y (1 KSNBC
renewed interest in what the Parish Council de@sl some healthy
discussion on the village Facebook pa@éthin the Council there are
committeesthat focus on specific activitieend this article focuses on
these committees Councillors join one or more according to their

interest, knowledge andhe workload. Bch committee appointa
chairman(these people are marked * in the gallery on pagesd7).

The Council Chairman and Vice Chairman sit on all committees

Cemetery committeananages the Parish Council Cemetery located

0SKAYR {0 aTadkditzhde/ K dzNOK ®

1 Ensuringan excellentstandard ofmaintenance andppearance of
the grass, hdgesgravesand boundaries

1 Developing the extension tensure the cemetery has the size and
OF LI OAGe& (2 &adzLJLI2 NIThigihgsSncl@2dy Y dzy A
working with relevant agencies, including West Berkshire Council
(WBC) and the Environment Agency

1 Ensuring compliance with the Cemetery Regulatiand legal
requirements and deciding on any issues arising from these.

Communications committe®verseesParish Councdommunications

which bringinformation andrelevantevents tothe attention ofthe

community. Activities include

1 Compiling and arranging distribution ofislquarterly Newsletter to
all households within the Parish

1 Creatingnotices to advertise SMPC events

1 Reviewing the web site content and structure

1 Seeking ways to improve interaction with tpablic including
socialmedia (e.g. Facebook)



Fairground, Trees and Amenities committée primarilyresponsible
for managing the Fairground including its grass and recreational areas,
the conservatiorstrip, ponds and trees. Tasks include:

1 Ensuring the recreational equipment is regularly checked for
compliance with appropriatéealth andsafety standards.

1 Maintaining its good visual appearance and accessibility to the
community, including arranging ssanal grass cutting.

1 Planning the ongoing development of the Fairground, such as
vegetation management and the replacement or addition of
equipment

T Reviewing, as necessary, the hire agreements for use of the
Fairground

Planning committeereview allplanning applications relating to

residential and business premises in the Parish and provides comment
on each to West Berkshire Council Planrang Countryside Service
{at/ O2yaARSNE SIFOK | LILX AOI{GA2YQ
regulations, local housingnd business needs and fit with existing
properties in the communityThe Parish Coung@ila 02 YY Sy (i &
part of WestBerkshireQounciQd RS OA&dAA2ya LINRPOSaa
application should be approved or rejected

Roads, Footpaths and Commons committee

1 Review andlecideshow to resolve issues affecting the safety of
roads, footpaths or commons, including parking, visibility or
obstructions.

1 Proactively monitosthe state of each public footpath and public
right of way in the Parish, identifying and argang any needed
improvements

9 Liaisewith and lobby Vst BerkshireCouncilwho are the
responsible authority for roads and footpaths within the Parish

1 Manages the Parish Council Commons (Windmill Common,
Brewery Common and Five Oaken

1 Considers lawrelating to common land, including thegistration
of commons
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Finance and General Purposes committelich compriseshe SMPC
Chairman, the Viec€hairman and Chairmen from the other
committees is responsible for ensuring compliance with financial
regulations and operating to approved standards. It:

T

Maintains oversight and management of expenditure against the
agreed buget and ensure compliance with appropriate financial
regulations and requirements.

Considers and reviews Council policies, procedures and regulations
Prepares and recommente draft Budget, including the precept
request

Reviews and recommends the hiee§ / charges for amenities

within the community including the cemetery and the fairground

Full Parish Councitomprisesall Parish Councillors. Its responsibilities
with regard to committees include:

)l
)l

T

T

Receiving and approving minutes of each committee
Ratifying/approving actions recommended by an individual
committee that needs Full Council approval

Approval of the Precept Budget, Accounts and Financial
Expenditure

Referring other matters, included for example items raised in
correspondence or publicugstions to committee for investigation
and recommendation.

A planned future article will focus on what the Full Council can and
cannot do.
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Update on Superfast Broadband

——

SuperfastBerkshire

On 6" July West Berkshire Council annoudcehat &Superfast
Berkshire hassigned contracts with Gigaclear Plc and Call Flow
Solutions to expand superfast broadband in the Berkshire districts of
West Berkshire and Windsor & Maidenhéad®They adeéd that the
current phase 1 ofuperfast Berkshigeis expected to be completed by

BT in September 2015 (taking initial coverage to 83%y R A (i & A
be followed by further expansion under Phase 2 into the most difficult
to reach areas by Gigaclear. After an initial period of planning,
Gigaclear expdcto begin work on the construction of the new
infrastructure in November 2015, with the first customers expected to
gain access to new broadband services before the end of the year. The
deployment is expected to be completed by the middle of 2017

Roger Croft, Deputy Leader ofWest BerkshireCouncil says'The
impending completion of Phase 1 and this new contract with Gigaclear
will mean that more than 99% of premises in West Berkshire will have
superfast broadband capability. | am looking forward to vuagkwith
Gigaclear to bring West Berkshire residents, rural schools and
businesses the broadband service that people need and want in
today's world. * Graham Bridgman District Councillor for Mortimer
obtained this additionalcomment from him: & ¢ KA @& corkpdex
engineering process and design work has only just begun. We are not
yet able to tell you when your residents will get the service other than
by the end of 2017. Details of progress will be available on the
www.superfastberkshire.org web site asormal and you, Parish

/| 2dzy OAf & YR S5A3IAGFE [/ KIFIYLAZ2Yya ¢
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Neighbourhood Development Plan Updat( [~ QT
o®lldy,
&£

NDP .

Since our last update in March the team of volunteers and Parish
Councillors has made a comprehensive questionnaire to capture

QAT EFASNEQ OASga 2y (KSasS (2LIA0a
into the NDP document.

In April the questionnaire was delivered to every home in the parish
and published on line. 1285 people, nearly 40% of the eligible
population, completed theuestionnaire. This is seen as an excellent
NBadzZ G FyR RSY2yaidN)}iGdSa GKS KAIK

The detailed results from the questionnaire have been published on
the NDP website dtttp://www.mortimer -ndp.org.uk/ as has the
analysis of the exhibition feedback. The exhibition feedback had not
been published before the questionnaire was undertaken in order not
to influence its outcome.

The responses to the questionnaire strongly ersdal the principles

set out in it with the one exception of the proposal to try to find a site
F2N) I FdzidzNBE LI2aaAroftS NBEt20FGA2Y
PrE: 6SNBE Ay Fl @2dz2NP ¢KS 2LIA2Yy 0
School was supporte

A Housing Needs survey, also organised by the Parish Couns#étnd
out at the same time as the NDP questionnaire, was returned by 31%
of homes. That survey showed substantialneed forhomes for local
people, particularly homes with one and dvbedrooms. The Housing
Needs report proposes further investigation into possible sites to build
such properties.This finding supports theesults of the questionnaire

so the NDP will emphasise the need for such properties.
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http://www.mortimer-ndp.org.uk/

Having analysed and publighéhe result of the NDP questionnaire the
team started converting the information into a policy documeiihis
document was passed to the Parish Council for comment and
ratification and posted on the NDP website so that the whole process
was, and was seelio be, transparent with the opportunity for people

to comment.

The completed draft document was then sent to West Berkshire
CouncilWBC) for comments. WBC had been very supportive
throughout the process so far and once again took the time to read
and povide comments.The current status of the NPD is that the
comments from WBC are, generally, being incorporated into the
document and it is being edited so as to be more consistent and
concise.

One of the main issues WBC raised was that the documentidgh
AYO2NLIR2NYGS + {AGS 5SaArday . NAST
School to avoid problems later ohhe plan is to draw up such a brief
and hold a public event to help develop it. This will happeMamday
215 Septemberfrom 7.30pm at StW2 K y Qaind dnyorfiefwho is
interested is invited along.

The brief and other amendments will then be incorporated into the
Plan that will go to the Parish Council for ratification. It will then be put
out to formal consultation for six weeks. Once dimal changes are
made as a result of that consultation the Plan with go to WBC to
2NBI YA &S | yinld&dt @ agok@egiinspector

will hear any objections and make any proposals for chaiige final
step will be a referendum of the Pahi via a simple for or against

vote. It is hoped that all this can be completed by late spring of 2016.

Pat Wingfield(Chairman, Mortimer NDP)
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STRATFIELD MORTIMER COMMUNITY AWARD 20

Nominations are sought for this award which is intended to
recognise outstanding service to the community of Stratfield
Mortimer over many years.

Nomination forms are available from the Parish Council Office, th
Library, the Parish Council website or by contacting the Clerk. Th
closing date for nominations i81 December 2015.

. ,-l.,_ -
&

Parish Council Cirenan CouncilloDennett presents Alison Richardson
with the 2015 Stratfield Mortimer Community Awardat the Annual
Parish Meetingn June.
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Advertising and Fly posting policy

Following the publiconsultation last
year the Parish Council has revised its
rules for organisations who wish to
advertise events on notice boards and ¢
the fairground fence.

Thesummarychanges introduceth Mayare:

il

Only charitable, nefor-profit organizationsand the Parish Council
may advertise on the six village notice boards and the Fairground
fence. The one exception is that a travelling circus or fair may
advertise on the Fairground fence

Qualifying groups may place a banner (max size (2.4m x 1.2m) on
the Fairground fence one day prior to an event

Dated event advertisements may be displayed on notice boards
from 21 days prior to an event.

Undated or ongoing event advertisements are assumed to have a
14 day validity period the Parish Council will mowit and remove
it after a period of 14 days.

The full policy is available from the Clerk or the Parish Council web site
see page 24 for contact information
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Opening of Morden Close

Morden Close, West End Road, Mortimer is hamed after John Morden
who served on the Parish Council for over 23 years between 1991 and
his death in 2014. He served as Chairman between 1997 and 2000 anc
then took on the tough job of chairing the Planni@gmmittee for
fourteen years.

MordenCloses | & 2F FAOAIf & yI YSR famly W2

on a beautiful sunny day July 18 2015 during a short ceremony
attended by several Parish Councillors.

a

R b
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Car Park resurfacing

Following compettive quotation exercise,The Parish Gmcil has
arranged for patch repair of the car park outside the Community
Centre. The work is expected to be completighin the nextmonth.
So it will not be long before treading in a wet pothole in thekdaill
be a thing of the past

i THAMESVALLEY

POLICE

Report for Mortimerand BurghfieldAugust2015
by PCS®Jordan Bruce and Michael Sturgess

This summer has been a good season in relation tesaial

behaviour and lower level crime in Mortimer and BurghfiéMe have
experienced a couple of thefts from vehicles that occurred in the late
hours of the night. We encourage you to keep reporting any incidents
and/or intelligence on 101 and 999 (if an emergency) and keep in mind
to secure your out buildings.
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Pleasecontinue to be careful in securing your home. Although the sun
has been out a bit this summer please ensure you close windows when
you are not in your property, and please also lock your front door

even when you are in the back garden as it only takesrsgs for a

thief to access your property! Another piece of advice is to keep

Gl tdzr 6fS Ll2aaSaarzya 2dzi 2F aAriak
near doors or windows. It is important that you are aware of the
security of your house, an easy methaidudging your houses security

is a home security assessment, if you would like the document to
complete this yourself please let the NHPT.

Thefts from vehicles are also a danger so please remember to lock
vehicles and do not to leave any valuables insigevenhicle. If possible
park vehicles close to your home so that any noises or lights can be
better detected, and you may have a clearer visual on your vehicle and
property. Please continue to report any theft from vehicles because it
allows the locaheighbourhoodteam to be more aware on the issues
within the community.

Mortimer Police Station is now open every Friday thanks to our team
of volunteers. As local officers we work out of this station most days so
if you see a police vehicle outside we arermthan likely in unless we
are on foot in the village. We are still looking for anyone interested in
volunteering at Mortimer Police Station to contact Thames Valley
Police on the 101 number. We are very proud that we have this station
open and in the tire of cuts we would promote you to use your local
station. For those mad about history we have a board within the front
counter area with the history of local policing in Mortimer so please
pop down and have a look.

Please keep an eye on the Thames Valtdic® website under your

Neighbourhood section of Burghfield and Mortimer to see my monthly
ONAYS NBLERNI YR lFye LldzofA0 Wl I QO

18



Garth Hall

The Charity Commission hasued a draft scheme which included the
clause that if Garth Hall vgasold, the proceeds would be split 50:50
between the British Legion and the YMCA. It was agreed that in
principle that the Council had no objection to the land being sold but
the beneficiaries should be based in the village; this is contrary to the
current proposal. The Parish Council has raised its objection with the
Charity Commission.

Fairground Management

It is anticipated that during September areas of gorse on the
Fairgroundnearto Hammonds Eath will be severely cut backhis is

to prevent the gorse taking over large areas and to encourage the
growth of other plants and forms part of the managematrategy for

the Fairground. In addition, gorse on the weste side of The
Fairgroundadjoining Badgers Croft will also bet back.

During the autumn 400 young trees, donated by the Woodland Trust
will be planted along the fence line on the southern side of the grazing
area. This will complement those already planted with the aim of
establishing a hedge along this ferioee.
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70" Anniversary of VVJ Day

The Remembrance Genonyto mark the 70" anniversary of VJ Day
was held at the WaMemorial at11 am on Saturday 15th August. The
Parish Council was represented by several councillors and the
Chairman laid a veath on behalf of the Parish. The inscription read

& 2 &re eternally grateful

Stratfield Mortimer Parish Council on behalf of the Parishioners"

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

(@]}
w»
A
w»
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8th November.
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Forthcoming Events

Fairgroundevents

Sunday B September

Mortimer Riding Club Annual
Showing Show

Thursday 10 to Sunday | .

13" September

dzNy SG G Qa Cdzy ¥

Sunday 27 September

Mortimer Fun Run

Saturday 1% December

CommunityCarol Singing aroung
the Christmas Tree

Villageevents

Monday 2% September
{Gd W2KYyQa

Site Design Brief Event (See N[
article on page 2 for event
details)
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5th COMMUNITY
CAROL SINGING
AROUND
THE CHRISTMAS TREE
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Useful Contacts

Fairground Emergency 0709 2310325

To report any emergencies and dangerous situations on

the Fairground. For noremergencies please contact Parish Council
Office.

Police NorREmergency 101
To report crime and other concerns that do not require an emergency
response.

NHS noREmergency 111
LF @2dz YSSR YSRAOFf KStL)I FlFad odz

WestBerks Council (WBC) 01635 42400

WBC Out of Hours Emergency Contact 01635 42161
To report major incidents out of hours.

West Berkshire Council Streetcare Team01635 519080
streetcare@westberks.gov.uk
To report problems with streets, roads, highyga pavements, etc.

West Berkshire District Councillors for the Mortimer Ward

ClIr Mollie Lock 0118 9332858
Cllr Graham Bridgman 0118 9331707
Mortimer Village Partnership www.mortimervillage.org.uk

For village news and information on everitg;luding a directory of
local clubs and businesses.
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PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATIO

Mrs. Jayne Kirk, Parish Clerk
Parish Council Office
The Library
27 Victoria Road
Mortimer
RG7 3SH

Tel: 0118 933 195§ Fax: 0709 2310443

Email:the.clerk@stratfieldnortimer.gov.uk

Website:www.stratfield-mortimer.gov.uk

Minutes and Agendas of Council meetings, as well as other Counc
information can be viewed on the above website or on the Parish
Council notice boards which are located outside the Post Office an

the Library.

The Parish Council Office is open:
Tuesdays & Thursdays,
10:30 a.mg 12:30 p.m.
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